
James Lyons Youngson

13 October 1881 - 16 June 1966



James Lyons (Gunner) Youngson - His Life

He was born in Newhills, Aberdeenshire 
Scotland on 13 October 1881 (he misstated his 
year of  birth in his army records)

His parents were George Youngson, a mill 
worker, born 1853 in Newhills and Mary Watson 
Lyon, born 1856 in Old Machar, Aberdeenshire

His mother’s parents were James Lyon, and 
Elizabeth Blake of  Old Machar 

(Newhills and Old Machar are adjoining parishes)
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His father’s parents were George Youngson, 
born 7 June 1797 in Papermills of  Stoneywood, 
Newhills and Janet Stephen, born prior to 31 
May 1815 in Woodend, Newhills 

His mother’s parents were James Lyon and 
Elizabeth Blake, born in Old Machar
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James’ siblings were  Elizabeth (Lizzie)(1872), 
Charles(1874), George(1876),  Jessie(1878) and 
Alexander(1892)

He was apprenticed for 5 years to stonemasons 
Andersons of  Aberdeen



Newhills, Aberdeenshire, Scotland



James migrated to New South Wales in about 1906 after 
a period working in South Africa

On 24 March 1910 he married Edith Maber at The City 
Temple, Campbell Street Sydney. Her parents were 
William Abraham Maber and Ann Surry
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Edith Youngson, nee Maber
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Their daughter Edith Irene Dorothy May was 
born  on 29 June 1910

Their son George was born on 2 February 1915



James Lyons (Gunner) Youngson - His Life

James and Edith’s son 
Sydney Victor was born on 
6 February 1921
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In 1917 his daughter Mary was born. Gunner 
was at that time employed as a railway porter 
and was living at 95 Pitt Street Waterloo

Mary died, aged 3, on 25 October 1920, of  
pneumonia following measles and whooping 
cough
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On 17 November 1916 he sailed 
on the troopship Port Napier, 
arriving at Devonport England 
on 29 January 1917

On 24 July 1916 he enlisted in 
the army and on 30 July was 
sent to 2nd Cootamundra Depot 
Battalion
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Nieppe Forest

On 14 April 1918, near Nieppe Forest in 
northern France, in the Battle of  Lys, he was 
wounded in action, suffering shrapnel 
wounds to his elbow and on the 17th was 
invalided to the UK

On 14 May 1917 he embarked for France, 
after being transferred to the 8th Battalion, 
AIF

Typical farm cottage, Nieppe, France
30/7/1917 by Cyril Trevithick
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On 18 April he was admitted to Colchester 
Military Hospital
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Persic was built in 1899, started out in life as a cargo ship and was used on 
the Liverpool to Sydney run. She was used as a troop ship in 1918. In 1920 
she was converted for ship use as a passenger ship and continued in that 

role until 1927 when she was scrapped in Holland

Gunner embarked for Australia on the Persic on 17 
July 1919, arriving back in Sydney on 2 
September 1919
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Between the wars Gunner lived at Paddington and 
worked as a stonemason at various sites in the Eastern 
Suburbs

On 19th October 1940 he enlisted in the army - at his 
age, 57, it was “Dad’s Army”  - the Citizens’ Military 
Force - but he wanted to do his bit. This included guard 
duties at Bunnerong Power Station

Later, he was at Glenfield, Narellan, Dubbo and Cowra 
and Hume(?) as an officer’s batman,
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Gunner was a loved and respected, tough old Scotsman 
and no doubt as a result of  his army training, always 
neatly turned out, cleanly shaven, shoes polished

Gunner had lived through the battles in France in WWI, 
been wounded and sent back to the trenches, so on 31st 
May 1942, the night when the Japanese submarines 
entered Sydney Harbour and sirens wailed and 
searchlights raked the sky, it seemed all Sydney panicked 
except our grandfather. He was on leave and staying with 
us 41 Park Road Marrickville and thought we children 
were ridiculous as we fled and tried to hide under the 
bed in which he was sleeping. “Get out of  here you silly 
buggers and let me get to sleep” he said!  
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Back in civilian life, Gunner took me, his 
grandson Terry, aged 13, to a cricket test 
match between England and Australia at 
the Sydney Cricket Ground. I had never 
been to a test prior to this but it was a day 
that goes down in history. 

Opener Sid Barnes had scored 60 runs when Bradman came 
to the wicket. Bradman went on to score 234 runs and finally 
got out. Barnes, showing great respect for Bradman, batted 
on until he scored 234 and threw down his wicket, not 
wanting to overshadow the champion. And that’s respect for 
you!
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Gunner passed away aged 86 on 16 June 1966 at the 
Repatriation General Concord Hospital and is buried at 
Rookwood Cemetery

He also has a plaque in the Rookwood War Memorial



Photo Album

Edith Fearnley with
 eldest son Ron

Gunner Youngson Edith Youngson



Photo Album

Edith Irene Dorothy May Fearnley nee Youngson -1910-1997

Syd & Edna Youngson & Edith Syd - RAAF, WWII
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